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Research Note 34: Source Data for Selected Countries

Country Highest Total highest | Year E Estimated | Estimated Alternate
personnel personnel firearms / |small arms | total military |estimate source
person small arms
Brazil Army 221,800 2008  Dreyfus etal. (2010, 1. 299,300
pp. 106, 109)
Air Force 66,900 2007 Dreyfusetal. (2010, 0.6 42,100
pp. 106, 109)
Navy 62,000 2007 Dreyfusetal. (2010, 1.0 60,800
pp. 106, 109)
Reserves 825,000 2008  Dreyfusetal. (2010, 11 914,100
pp. 106, 109)
Total 1,175,700 1,175,700 2008 11 1,316,300 1,300,000 Dreyfus et al.
(2010); Aaron Karp,
personal estimate
China Army 2,110,000 1986 1ISS (1986, p. 143) 438 10,128,000
Air Force 490,000 1986 1ISS (1986, p. 145) 0.9 441,000
Navy 350,000 1986 1ISS (1986, p. 143) 13 455,000
Reserves 5,377,000 1986 1ISS (1986, p. 142) 1.0 5,377,000
Basic Militia 4,300,000 1986 1ISS (1986, p. 145) 1.0 4,300,000
Total 12,627,000 12,627,000 1986 1.6 20,701,000 21,000,000 Aaron Karp,
personal estimate
Colombia Army 214,594 2006  Calvani, Dupuy,and 1.4 299,980
Liller (2006, p. 50)
Air Force 12,483 2006  Calvani, Dupuy,and 0.8 9,523
Liller (2006, p. 50)
Navy 30,501 2006  Calvani, Dupuy,and 14 41,186
Liller (2006, p. 50)
Total 257,578 257,578 2006 14 350,689 350,000 Calvani, Dupuy, and
Liller (2006, p. 50)
CzechRep.  Army 12,833 2011 1SS (2012, p.104) 121 155,878
Air Force 4,804 2011 1SS (2012, p.104) 0.3 1,355
Total 17,637 17,637 20 Note: The Czech 8.9 157,233 160,000 Czech Republic
total excludes Border (2012)

Guards or Internal
Security Forces, listed
in 1SS (2012, p. 104).

Egypt Army 320,000 1990 1ISS (1990, pp. 102-03) 2.6 832,000
Air Force 30,000 1990 1ISS (1990, pp.102-03) 0.9 27,000
Air Defence 80,000 1990 1ISS (1990, pp.102-03) 0.9 72,000
Navy 20,000 1990 1SS (1990, pp. 102-03) 1.3 26,000
Reserves 623,000 1990 I1SS (1990, pp. 102-03) 1.0 623,000
Total 1,073,000 1,073,000 1990 15 1,580,000 1,600,000 Aaron Karp,
personal estimate
France Army 296,480 1986 IISS (1986, p. 64) 2.6 770,848
Air Force 95978 1986 1ISS (1986, p. 65) 0.9 86,380
Navy 66,345 1986 1ISS (1986, p. 65) 13 86,249
Reserves 391,000 1986 1ISS (1986, p. 64) 1.0 391,000
Total 849,803 849,803 1986 16 1334411 1,300,000 Aaron Karp,
personal estimate
Germany Army 105,291 201 1SS (2012, p. 118) 21 216,225
Air Force 44,565 2011 1SS (2012, p. 118) 12 51,309
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Country Total highest | Year Ratio Estimated |Estimated Alternate

personnel firearms / |small arms | total military |estimate source
person small arms
United Army 162,100 1986 IISS (1986, pp. 57-59) 421,460
Kingdom AirForce 93400 1986 1SS (1986, pp. 57-59) 0.9 84,060
Navy 68,300 1986  1ISS (1986, pp. 57-59) 13 88,790
Reserves 305,030 1986 1ISS (1986, pp. 57-59) 1.0 305,030
Total 628,830 628,830 1986 15 899,340 900,000 Aaron Karp,
personal estimate
United States  Army 1,178,700 2001 1ISS (2001, pp.19-24) 14 1,608,000
Air Force 426,900 2001 1ISS (2001, pp.19-24) 0.6 260,000
Coast Guard 36,260 2001 1ISS (2001, pp.19-24) 0.6 20,268
Navy (inc. 810,200 2001 1ISS (2001, pp.19-24) 1.0 800,000
Marines)
Reserves Included 2001 Note: 2001 US small Included
above arms and light above
weapons data
does not disaggre-
gate reserves, so
comparison to other
examples here is
difficult.
Total 2,442,660 2,442,660 2001 11 2,688,000 2,700,000 Small Arms Survey
(2002, p. 85)
Ukraine Total 1,187,600 1,187,600 2005  Small Arms Survey 5.9 7,006,840 7,000,000 Small Arms Survey
(2006, p. 44) (2006, p. 44)
Vietnam Army 1,000,000 1986  1ISS (1986, p. 172) 438 4,800,000
Air Force 15,000 1986  1ISS (1986, p. 172) 0.9 13,500
Air Defence 100,000 1986 1ISS (1986, p. 172) 0.9 90,000
Navy 40,000 1986 1ISS (1986, p. 172) 13 52,000
Reserves 3,000,000 1986 1ISS (1986, p. 172) 1.0 3,000,000
Total 4,155,000 4,155,000 1986 19 7,955,500 8,000,000 Aaron Karp,

personal estimate
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