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A note on transliteration from Arabic

In rendering Arabic names and words into English, we sought a transcription
that was both simple and that most closely resembled the Arabic pronunciatz
tion. For this reason we transcribed words beginning with so-called sun letters
as they are pronounced, for example as-Sudan (rather than al-Sudan) and ed-
Da’in (rather than el-Da’in). We also tried to respect Sudanese pronunciation
by using, for example, a ‘g’ for the letter qaf (e.g. Rizeigat, Gasim) and a ‘z’ for
the letter dhal (e.g. ingaz), and transcribing other letters according to the
Sudanz

nese dialect. We retained the accepted French spelling for Chadian names as
they are normally written (e.g. Mahamat Ismail, not Mohammad Isma’il). We
used the diacritical mark * for the letter “ayn, except at the beginning of
names,

where we left the “ayn unmarked (e.g. Abdallah, Ali).

We included the article in place names as el (rather than al) because it
seemed

more in keeping with English usage. Likewise, we followed English usage

and dropped the initial article in certain place names that carry the article in
Arabic (e.g. Geneina, Khartoum).

Finally, we hyphenated all names based on the pattern ‘abdallah’, such as
Abdesh-Shafi® or Abdel-Wahid, because writing Abdeshshafi™ or Abdelwahid
seemed too long, and writing Abdel Wahid or Abdesh Shafi® would inevitably
lead some people to call them Mr Wahid or Mr Shafi’
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